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  Resolution #1 

Resolution Honoring the Life and Legacy of Oscar Wright 
  Sponsored By: NAACP Oakland Branch 
  Adopted By: NAACP California-Hawai’i State Conference 

Date Adopted: October 26, 2025 
 
 

WHEREAS, Oscar Wright has been one of the most prolific, consistent, and committed 
advocates for equity for Black students and families in Oakland for over six decades, leaving an 
indelible mark on the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, Oscar Wright has mentored and inspired leaders like CEO Chris Chatmon for over 
20 years, demonstrating the power of leading by example and shaping future generations of 
advocates; and 
 
WHEREAS, Oscar Wright was born in 1923 as one of 11 children of Mississippi sharecroppers, 
overcoming systemic educational barriers to graduate at the top of his class, serve honorably 
in World War II, and earn a degree from Alcorn State University, where he spent time working 
with the NAACP and was a college roommate and activist of civil rights leader Medgar Evers; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, in the late 1950s, Oscar Wright and his family moved to the Bay Area, where he 
became the First African American foreman for BART and helped lay the foundation for the 
West Oakland BART station while remaining active with the NAACP and later became the 
NAACP- Emeryville Branch President; and 
 
WHEREAS, Oscar Wright’s advocacy included attending school board meetings, holding leaders 
accountable, and filing a landmark lawsuit with the African-American Education Task Force in 
1994 against OUSD for violations of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; and 
 
WHEREAS, Oscar Wright founded the African American Honor Roll Celebration at Acts Full 
Gospel Church in Oakland, CA, an annual event recognizing over 1,000 Black students with a 
GPA of 3.0 or higher, celebrating academic achievement and inspiring excellence; and 
 
WHEREAS, Oscar Wright spent over five decades unmeasurably impacting generations of Black 
youth with his unwavering love, light, faith, service, and advocacy; and 
 
WHEREAS, Oscar Wright’s soul now rests in eternal peace and may the love and comfort of 
God surround all those mourning his passing. As we grieve, let us also rejoice in the knowledge 
that Oscar Wright is now in the presence of the Lord, experiencing the fullness of joy promised 
to all who believe; and 
 
Whereas, the Education Committee of the NAACP – Oakland Branch will continue to remind the 
community at the close of every meeting and event by using the phrase that Oscar Wright was 
most well-known for, “IT’S NOT ABOUT YOU. IT’S NOT ABOUT ME. IT’S ABOUT THE 
CHILDREN.” 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Executive Committee of the NAACP 
California-Hawaii State Conference wishes to keep the memory of Oscar Wright alive through 
the countless lives he has touched. The NAACP will file this resolution for perpetuity in our 
records, ensuring his legacy endures for generations to come. 
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 Resolution #2 
Resolution to Advocate for State Legislation Limiting Financial Reserves to 15 Percent 
to Support Small Black and Minority Businesses 

  Sponsored By: NAACP California-Hawai’i State Conference 
  Adopted By: NAACP California-Hawai’i State Conference 

Date Adopted: October 26, 2025 

WHEREAS, small and minority-owned businesses are vital to the economic health and diversity of 
our communities, providing essential services, employment opportunities, and cultural enrichment; 
and 

WHEREAS, excessive financial reserves held by large corporations and institutions can create 
barriers to entry and growth for small and minority businesses by limiting access to capital and 
increasing competitive pressures; and 

WHEREAS, financial reserves exceeding 15 percent have been shown to disproportionately impact 
small and minority businesses, stifling innovation and economic development within these 
communities; and 

WHEREAS, the NAACP is committed to promoting economic equity and ensuring that all 
businesses have the opportunity to thrive in a fair and competitive marketplace; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the NAACP CA/HI State Conference will actively seek state 
legislation to oppose financial reserves exceeding 15 percent, recognizing that such reserves can 
hinder the growth and sustainability of small and minority businesses; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NAACP CA/HI State Conference will gather and present data 
demonstrating the negative impact of excessive financial reserves on small and minority 
businesses, including statistics on reduced access to capital, increased business closures, and 
diminished market opportunities; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NAACP CA/HI State Conference will collaborate with 
community leaders, business associations, and policymakers to advocate for legislative measures 
that promote equitable economic practices and support the growth of small and minority 
businesses; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the NAACP CA/HI State Conference reaffirms its commitment to 
advocating for legislative changes that foster economic justice and equity, ensuring that all 
businesses, regardless of size or ownership, have the opportunity to succeed and contribute to the 
prosperity of our communities. 

Rick Callender​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Lajuana Bivens 
Rick Callender​ Lajuana Bivens 
President​ Secretary 
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