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The Black Freedom Fund is a campaign designed
to provide education and awareness of issues
directly impacting African Americans across the
state. The purpose of our statewide campaign is
to educate, engage, and empower the African
American community to advocate for themselves
and enhance the freedom and self-determination
of Black people most impacted by structural
racism to drive California toward systemic
transformation.

Executive Summary



"Lets build political  
power together."
President Rick L. Callender

Program Objectives

Increase outreach to
communities of color through
social media outreach,
educational forums and other
innovative ways to encourage
advocacy

Provide educational forums on
topics related to health,
expungement, voter and
housing rights to encourage
advocacy

Inform the community of
available resources and
programs meant to reverse the
impact of racist policies that
disproportionately affect
communities of color

Operate as cultural brokers of
information to realize equity
and justice in California



Using a multi-level approach, our strategy is to educate the
community using a combination of education and outreach activities
including Expungement Small Group Meetings, Health Forums, Voter
and Housing Rights outreach activities. COVID-19 has highlighted
gaps in the flow of information and resources to communities of color.
Our campaign aims to close the information gap and arm our
community members with the information they need to get involved in
every level of government and advocate for themselves. Sixteen
branches including Bakersfield, Beverly Hills/Hollywood, Butte County,
Carson/Torrance, Hayward, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Merced, North
San Diego County, Pasadena, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino,
Santa Clarita, Santa Rosa/Sonoma and Stockton; received a grant to
meet the needs of the communities in which they live, work and serve;
through strategic partnerships, non-traditional means such as social
media campaigns and virtual meetings, and more traditional means of
information and knowledge share through in-person meetings. 

Each branch was provided with a digital social media tool kit,
customizable with digital assets, to assist in amplifying our collective
message through the Black Freedom Fund. 

Branches that provide education and outreach in Housing and Voter
Rights received $4,000.00; Health, received $3,000.00; and
Expungement received $1800, to assist with accomplishing the goals
of the Black Freedom Fund project.

Methodology



Exhibit 1.0 - CA/HI Branch Issue Area
and Funding Distribution Chart



→ 52 strategic partnerships with other African-American facing o    
     organizations to encourage power-building

→ 35 Housing, Expungement, Voter and Housing Rights clinics   
     held statewide targeting the African American community to 
     provide education, information and important resources meant 
     to increase opportunities

→ 203 people attended Housing Rights clinics to eliminate 
     inequities in housing to include:   home ownership, tenants 
     rights, addressing the growing unsheltered population in our 
     community, housing vouchers, affordable housing

→ 1028 people attended Black Freedom Fund Events hosted by 
      our branches

→ Our branches hosted 14 virtual COVID-19 education clinics 
      and 18 in-person COVID- 19 vaccine clinics, with 494 
      community members.

February - May 2022
Program Highlights



Building on our current
COVID-19 vaccination clinics,
we hosted 3 clinics and
provided education to more
than 1,200 Californians,
statewide. Healthy
communities build sustainable
communities. Our goal is to
save lives by providing
education and vaccine
resources. Although our
community is the most
vaccine hesitant, because the
CA/HI NAACP is a trusted-
voice for communities of color,
our influence contributed
greatly to our ability to
increase awareness and
provide education.

Health



Building on our Virtual Expungement
program from 2021, our virtual and in-
person clinics are designed to offer
services to those convicted of most
felonies, infractions, or misdemeanors
in the State of California. To qualify,
the individual must be convicted in
state not federal court, have
successfully completed their
probationary period, satisfied all
requirements, fines and restitution,
and currently not be charged with
another crime. provide attendees
opportunities for legal protection in
courts, higher education and overall
peace of mind and confidence within
the community and workforce. Each
session focuses on knowledgeable
and experienced record clearing legal
information, program overviews,
reviews of expungement criteria,
break out sessions within each region,
Q&A sessions, and follow-up
resources. The goal of the program is
to advance the health, wellness and
economic justice for populations and
communities disproportionately
affected by past federal and state
drug policies.

Expungement 



Lower Black homeownership and
the racial wealth gap are
byproducts of systemic racism,
including the legacies of slavery,
Jim Crow segregation, redlining,
and other anti-Black policies that
targeted Black people and
predominately Black
neighborhoods. Residential
segregation facilitates the
extraction of wealth and other vital
resources that fuel economic and
social mobility. The loss of wealth in
Black communities hastens a
downward socioeconomic spiral.
Systemic racism has left Black
families behind, while the typical
White family holds eight times the
amount of wealth held by the
typical Black family, according to
the 2019 Survey of Consumer
Finances. These informational
forums are designed to educate the
community about assistance
programs that help families keep
their homes.

Housing



Blacks Americans have a long
history of struggling to exercise
their right as citizens to vote. Those
who came of age before 1965, less
than 60 years ago, felt it all too
keenly, particularly in the South,
where they were systematically
turned away from polling places.
Once they secured the vote, the
idea of not even attempting to
participate in an election would
have been an abdication of their
rights as Americans. As we have
learned time and time again,
elections matter. Voting is one of
the most important things we can
do to hold elected officials
accountable for their actions, or
inaction. In California, we can also
make changes ourselves by voting
for initiatives that are on the ballot.
These forums and outreach
projects are designed to increase
voter participation and civic
engagement.

Voter Registration



The CA/HI NAACP has successfully launched its Black
Freedom Fund project to educate, engage, and empower the
African American community to advocate for themselves and
enhance the freedom and self-determination of Black people
most impacted by structural racism to drive California toward
systemic transformation. 

Vaccine hesitancy in the Black community is being addressed
in a meaningful and intentional way to save lives. Individuals
are increasing their employment opportunities and quality of
life through our expungement clinics. We are working to build
a sustained civic education infrastructure in our community by
increasing civic engagement and voter participation. We have
also provided technical assistance and education to help
people stay in their homes.

While there is still much work to be done to eradicate racism
and racist policies that disproportionately impact communities
of color, our statewide programs are making a difference.
These programs have gotten off to a successful start and
yielded benefits for all of the organizations that have assisted
with the dissemination of information and the Black
Community. We look forward to continuing the fight to
dismantle racism.

February - May 2022
Conclusion



→ 21 strategic partnerships with other African-American 
     facing organizations to encourage power-building

→ 62 Housing, Expungement, Voter and Housing Rights 
     clinics held statewide targeting the African American  
     community to provide education, information and 
     important resources meant to increase opportunities

→ 1,675 people attended Voting Rights events including  
      candidates forums and voter education and 
      registration events in various areas of the state to 
      increase civic engagement propositions

→ 1,964 people attended Black Freedom Fund Events 
     hosted by our branches

June - September 2022
Program Highlights



Building on our current COVID-19
vaccination clinics, 3 of our
branches hosted vaccine clinics and
provided education to 162
Californians, statewide. Healthy
communities build sustainable
communities. Our goal is to save
lives by providing education and
vaccine resources. Although our
community is the most vaccine
hesitant, because the CA/HI NAACP
is a trusted-voice for communities
of color, our influence contributed
greatly to our ability to increase
awareness and provide education.

Health



Blacks Americans have a long
history of struggling to exercise
their right as citizens to vote. Those
who came of age before 1965, less
than 60 years ago, felt it all too
keenly, particularly in the South,
where they were systematically
turned away from polling places.
Once they secured the vote, the
idea of not even attempting to
participate in an election would
have been an abdication of their
rights as Americans. As we have
learned time and time again,
elections matter. Voting is one of
the most important things we can
do to hold elected officials
accountable for their actions, or
inaction. In California, we can also
make changes ourselves by voting
for initiatives that are on the ballot.
These forums and outreach
projects are designed to increase
voter participation and civic
engagement.

Expungement



Housing

Lower Black homeownership and
the racial wealth gap are
byproducts of systemic racism,
including the legacies of slavery,
Jim Crow segregation, redlining,
and other anti-Black policies that
targeted Black people and
predominately Black
neighborhoods. This quarter 4 of
our branches focused on providing
information and education about
affordable housing.

We were able to give strategic
input and feedback in a
preliminary review of a 122-unit
affordable housing apartment
complex for this impoverished
community. 
Butte County NAACP

"
"



On the heels of a midterm
election, our branches hosted 26
candidates forums, voter
registration drives and voter
education events, across the
state. The California Hawaii State
Conference of the NAACP also
sent out direct mailers to
385,000 households to tell them
how to vote on state
propositions, and who were our
Lifetime Members running for
state office.

Voter Registration

"

"

"We registered multiple new
voters and assisted registered
voters with checking their
voter status. 
- Santa Clarita Branch



The CA/HI NAACP has successfully launched its Black
Freedom Fund project to educate, engage, and
empower the African American community to
advocate for themselves and enhance the freedom and
self-determination of Black people most impacted by
structural racism to drive California toward systemic
transformation. 

Our branches report challenges for maximum
participation at in-person events, especially with the
elderly population, who still experience fear associated
with contracting COVID-19. However, our branches
reported success in increasing voter participation and
providing education to the community about ballot
measures, and provided a space for voters to meet
local candidates running for office.

While there is still much work to be done to eradicate
racism and racist policies that disproportionately
impact communities of color, our statewide programs
are making a difference. These programs are moving
forward intentionally and fulfilling the purpose of the
Black Freedom Fund, statewide. We look forward to
continuing the fight to dismantle racism.

June - September 2022
Conclusion



Bakersfield
Beverly Hills/Hollywood Butte County
Carson/Torrance
Hayward
Long Beach 
Los Angeles 
Merced
North San Diego County
Pasadena
Pomona
Sacramento
San Bernardino
Santa Clarita
Santa Rosa/Sonoma
Stockton
We thank you for your continued support in
our efforts to contribute to the Black
Freedom Fund Project.

We would like to thank our Branches
who have made the implementation of
the Black Freedom Fund program
possible.

www.cahinaacp.org

@cahinaacp
spryor@cahinaacp.org

Rick L. Callender, Esq.
President

CA/HI NAACP
1026 Florin Rd., #331 Sacramento, CA 958315

916-831-0428


